
CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY SUMMER PACKET 

ACTIVITY 1 – READING JOURNAL 
 

 Using your book, answer the following questions. Be sure to answer with complete sentences 
(capital letters, correct, punctuation, makes sense).   

 
Chapter 1  
1. Where did Mr. Bucket work and what was his job?  
2. What does Charlie long for more than anything else?  
3. What did Charlie get for his birthday each year?  
4. Why didn’t he open it right away?  
5. What was the awful thing that tortured little Charlie even more than passing by the shops with chocolate in 
the windows and more than seeing others eat chocolate?  
6. Even if the author didn’t tell us, we would know that the Bucket family was poor. List ALL the clues you can 
find that let’s us know the Bucket family is poor.  
 
Chapter 2   
1. What was “the only bright thing” in the lives of the four old grandparents?  
2. Talk about three of Mr. Wonka’s “fantastic inventions” that Grandpa Joe described to Charlie.  
3. Describe Charlie’s grandparents.  
4. Which invention of Mr. Wonka’s is your favourite? Why?  
5. Do you think that any of Willy Wonka’s inventions could actually be created? Why or why not?  
 
Chapter 3  
1. Why did Prince Pondicherry write to Mr. Wonka?  
2. What advice did Mr. Wonka give to Prince Pondicherry?  
3. What happened when he failed to follow that advice?  
4. According to Grandpa Joe, what made Mr. Wonka’s factory different from others?  
 
Chapter 4  
1. Why did Mr. Wonka fire all of his old employees?  
2. What clues did the townspeople have that Mr. Wonka’s factory was once again running?  
3. What was so mysterious about the newly opened factory?  
4. How does Grandpa know that the spies were successful?  
 5. How does Mr. Wonka send his chocolate out to the world?  
6. Why was Mr. Bucket so excited when he came home from work?  
 
Chapter 5  
1. What would each child, who found a Golden Ticket, receive?  
2. Why might this prize be especially important to Charlie?  
3. Why did Grandpa George say, “There isn’t a hope.”?  
 4. Judge Mr. Wonka’s plan from a marketing point of view, do you  think it’s right to run ads that encourage 
young children to buy  products they might not be able to afford or that might not be  good for them? Explain.  
 
Chapter 6  
1. Why was Augustus Gloop’s mother proud of her son?  
2. Do you think her opinion was justified? Explain.  
3. Do you think Veruca deserved to win the Golden Ticket? Why or why not?  
4. How do you know that there is a “mad candy-buying spree”?  
5. How do you think Charlie feels waiting until the next day when he could open his candy bar?  
 
Chapter 7-8  
1. As Charlie opened his candy bar, his parents hoped there might be a Golden Ticket inside. Why did they 
pretend to be very calm?  
2. Were you surprised that Charlie’s candy bar did not have the Golden Ticket? Why or why not?  
3. Violet Beauregarde’s mother criticized her for not acting ladylike. What do you think it means to be ladylike?  
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4. What was Violet’s most prized possession?  
5. Mike Teavee admired the gangsters he saw on TV. He especially liked those using guns and knives. If you 
could talk to Mike, what would you say to him?  
 
Chapter 9-10  
1. Grandpa Joe gave Charlie a six pence piece. Guess where he might have gotten it.  
2. Charlie and Grandpa Joe burst into laughter. What, do you think, did they find so funny?  
3. Why did the family stop thinking about the Golden Tickets?  
4. What happened that caused the Bucket family’s situation to worsen?  
5. Why did Charlie stay inside during recess when the other children went out to play in the snow?  
6. Judge the fact that Charlie planned to spend part of the money he found on a candy bar. What would you have 
done?  
 
Chapter 11  
 1. In what kind of chocolate bar did Charlie find the Golden Ticket?  
2. How did Charlie feel after he found the Golden Ticket?  
3. A woman offered Charlie £500.00 in exchange for his Golden Ticket. Do you think he should have sold it to 
her? Explain.  
4. What kind of man was the shopkeeper? Give evidence to support your opinion.  
5. The shopkeeper said to Charlie, “I have a feeling you needed a break like this.” What might have given him 
that idea?  
6. How would you feel if you had found a Golden Ticket? Explain.  
 
Chapter 12  
 1. Why did Grandpa Joe ask Charlie if he was “pulling our legs” when Charlie said he had found the Golden 
Ticket?  
2. Describe the effect that winning the Golden Ticket had upon Grandpa Joe. Give details from the story.  
3. When is the visit to the chocolate factory going to occur?  
4. Why does Mr. Bucket think that Grandpa Joe should take Charlie to the chocolate factory?  
5. In your opinion, what is the most important aspect of Charlie’s prize?  
 
Chapter 13  
1. Why did the policeman have to link their arms?  
2. Why was it lucky that the children had brought their parents with them?  
3. How was Charlie different from the other four children?  
4. Describe the crowd.  
 
Chapter 14  
1. Describe Mr. Wonka.  
2. The author, Roald Dahl, used foreshadowing to give us a hint of things to come. Find the sentence in your 
chapter and write it on the lines below. On what page did you find your answer?  
3. Why had Mr. Wonka built his factory underground?  
4. What is the first room the children are going to enter?  
 
Chapter 15-16  
1. What was unique about the Chocolate Room and the way Mr. Wonka churned his chocolate?  
2. What caused the children and their parents to stop picking the edible buttercups?  
3. Describe the Oompa-Loompas.  
4. How did the Oompa-Loompas come to live in Mr. Wonka’s factory?  
5. What was the staple food of the Oompa-Loompas? Why did this make them especially suited to work in Mr. 
Wonka’s factory?  
6. Veruca Salt begged her father to “get her an Oompa-Loompa.”  If you were an Oompa-Loompa, how might 
you feel about Veruca’s request?  
 
Chapter 17  
1. Why did Mr. Wonka want Augustus to stay out of his Chocolate River?  
2. Why did Augustus get stuck in the pipe? What finally shot him like a bullet through the pipe?  
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3. Why was Mr. Wonka sure Augustus would not be made into marshmallows?  
4. Into what did the Oompa-Loompas want to turn Augustus? Do you think they were serious?   
 
Chapter 18  
 1. What did Mr. Wonka give to Charlie and Grandpa Joe that he didn’t give to the others? Why?  
2. The author used a pun, or play on words, in Mr. Wonka’s statement: “A poached egg isn’t poached unless it’s 
been stolen from the woods in the dead of night.” Write two different meanings of the word “poached” that Mr. 
Wonka was playing upon?  
3. Describe the trip down the chocolate river.  
 4. List the names of the rooms that Mr. Wonka’s boat passed.  
5. The author used another pun when he referred to Violet as a “has bean.” What is the correct term? Use the 
expression in the original sentence, which is found on page 86.  
 
Chapter 19  
1. Why was the Inventing Room “the most important room in the entire factory”?  
2. Why did Mr. Wonka believe that Everlasting Gobstoppers would last forever?  
3. Do you think that a candy manufacturer would really want to sell a candy that would last forever? Why or 
why not?  
 
Chapter 20  
 1. Why were the children and their parents so surprised when one piece of gum appeared?  
2. Why was Violet the natural one to guess what the little grey strip was?  
3. Describe the great gum machine. What did it look like?  
 4. Find the words in chapter 20 that are homographs (words that are spelled the same, sound the same, but have 
different meaning.) What are the words? Give a definition for each word.  
5. Forget what you know about the gum from the movies, stretch your imagination to try to think of other things 
that would make this gum unique. Write your response below.  
 
Chapters 21-22  
 1. Describe the unique aspect of the gum.  
2. Why did Mr. Wonka ask Violet not to chew the gum?  
3. Violet suffered a curious fate in this chapter. Explain what happened to her. According to Mr. Wonka, what 
did they have to do to Violet to repair her?  
4 Who accompanied Mr. Wonka out of the Inventing Room and down the pink corridors?  
5. According to Mr. Wonka, why didn’t they go into all the lovely rooms?  
6. What was special about the Fizzy Lifting Drinks?  
 
Chapters 23  
 1. The author again used a play on words. What did Veruca mean when she said the sweets didn’t look 
“round”? What did Mr. Wonka mean when he said they did look “round”?  
2. Why were the Oompa-Loompas laughing and singing?  
3. What did Mr. Wonka do when he came to the long flight of stairs? Do you think this was a strange thing for 
him to do?  
 
Chapters 24  
1. Why did Mr. Wonka use squirrels to shell the walnuts?  
2. Why do the squirrels peck at Veruca’s head?  
3. Why did the squirrels throw Veruca down the garbage chute?  
4. Whom did the Oompa-Loompas blame for Veruca’s behavior? Do you agree?  
 
Chapters 25-26  
 1. What made Mr. Wonka’s elevator different from others?  
2. To what did Charlie compare his ride on Mr. Wonka’s elevator?  
3. Would you like to take a ride on Mr. Wonka's great glass elevator? Why or why not?  
4. Why weren’t the Oompa-Loompas singing as usual?  
 5. According to Mr. Wonka, why did the chocolate bar have to be enormous in order for him to send it through 
the TV?  
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6. Predict what will happen to Mike Teavee in the next chapter.  
 
Chapters 27-28  
1. What did Mr. Wonka fear might happen to Mike as he was sent by television?  
2. Why did Mrs. Teavee disagree with Mr. Wonka when he said that Mike had come out of the television set 
unharmed?  
3. According to the Oompa-Loompas, what might happen if parents threw away their television sets?  
4. What was surprising about Mr. Wonka’s statement: “But my dear boy, that means you’ve won”?  
5. What did Grandpa Joe fear when Mr. Wonka pushed the “Up and Out” button on the elevator?  
6. Whom did Mr. Wonka see from 1,000 feet in the sky?  
 
Chapters 29-30  
 1. Summarize what had become of each of the four other children.  
2. Of the four children who were sent home, which one would you rather be? Why?  
3. Which of the four children would you least like to be? Why?  
4. What, do you think, was Mr. Wonka’s real reason for sending out the Golden Tickets?  
5.  Why was Charlie afraid his mother wouldn’t come along? How did Mr. Wonka solve that problem?  
6. Do you think Mr. Wonka made a good decision in choosing Charlie to own and run the factory? Explain.  
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ACTIVITY 2- WRITE TO INFORM 

In this task, you will use your informative writing skills to write based on the book "Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory."  Read the book first. Then, respond to the prompt below. Use 
additional paper as needed. 
 
INFORMATIVE WRITING PROMPT 
 
Willy Wonka wants to develop a new type of candy. He knows that children like their candy 
sweet, but parents wants his candy to also be healthy. Wonka needs you to write a report that 
informs him about ways to sweeten his candy. Use the attached articles to inform Wonka 
about types of sweeteners for his candy 
 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Sweet Life 
By Margie Markarian 

Can sugar substitutes help kids live a healthier lifestyle? 

Do you chew sugarless gum? Drink diet soft drinks? Sweeten your morning 
cereal with a sugar substitute from one of those little blue, yellow, or pink 
packets? You’re not alone. 

Many kids use low-calorie sweeteners and sugar-free foods to help prevent 
cavities or help control their weight. Other kids use those products because 
they think they are healthier than real sugar is. They taste good and seem 
like a great choice. But how do the alternatives measure up? 

Safe Substitutes 

With more people using low-calorie sweeteners, some worry about whether 
they are healthy. Rumors have linked some sweeteners to cancer, weight 
gain, and toxic substances. But research shows that the most common sugar 
substitutes are safe. Those alternatives to sugar include: 

 Sucralose, 
 Aspartame, 
 Saccharin, and 
 Acesulfame potassium (also known as acesulfame-K). 

Today, those substances sweeten most sugar free foods and beverages. 
There is another popular sweetener that is made from the plant known as 
stevia. But it wasn’t approved for use in food the way the others were, so 
there may be some questions about its use as a sweetener. 

A Healthy Boost for Some 

Many experts believe low-calorie sweeteners can play a role in helping some 
kids live healthy lifestyles. But they’re not the whole answer. “It’s always 
going to be better to balance out your diet and not eat or drink too many 
sugary foods,” says Ruth Kava, former director of nutrition for the American 
Council on Science and Health. 

Most of the time, she says, a treat flavored with an artificial sweetener is a 
better choice than a sugary one. That goes double for kids with diabetes, 
who have to watch their sugar intake. Low-calorie sweeteners help diabetics 
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safely enjoy a variety of foods while managing their illness. “Teens with type 
1 diabetes have to monitor what they eat and carefully balance it with their 
insulin injections,” says Kava. Artificially sweetened products give them the 
chance, she says, “to fit in and have a soda with everyone else.” 

People who are trying to lose weight to get healthier will often turn to low-
calorie sweeteners to ease the change to a healthier diet. As a result, diet 
sodas and sugar-free yogurts are often the first choice for people looking to 
cut calories while keeping their taste buds happy. 

Low-calorie sweeteners can also help keep teeth healthy. That’s because 
sugar contributes to tooth decay that can cause cavities. Low calorie 
sweeteners don’t. In fact, the American Dental Association recently gave its 
seal of acceptance to three sugar-free gums. So, if you chew gum regularly, 
it makes sense for you to switch to a sugarless variety. 

Too Much Sweetness? 

Others say sugar substitutes should be avoided. It’s best to enjoy foods’ true 
flavors, they say, instead of artificial ones. There is research to back that up. 
Studies have found that sweet flavors—even when there’s no actual sugar in 
sight—can cause people to eat more and crave more sweet things. That 
probably explains why studies have linked people’s use of low-calorie 
sweeteners to weight gain, not weight loss.  

It’s Up to You 

Having options is a good thing. “Everything in moderation,” says Marilyn 
Tanner-Blasiar. She’s a pediatric dietitian and former spokesperson for the 
American Dietetic Association. Enjoying a diet soft drink once in a while is 
OK. More than that and you’re probably not drinking as much water or 
calcium-and vitamin-rich milk as you should be. Satisfy your sweet tooth 
with artificially sweetened products and you might be skipping other sweet 
and nutritious foods, such as fruit. 

Want to surprise your grandpa with a treat, but you know he can’t eat sugar 
because of his diabetes? It’s great to know that you can mix up a batch of 
cookies using an artificial sweetener. 

Looking to make the healthiest choices when it comes to what you eat and 
drink? Low-calorie sweeteners may help. But in many cases, your best bet 
won’t be a sugary one at all. Grab a piece of fruit for some natural 
sweetness (as well as vitamins, minerals, and fiber). Or add a few lemon or 
orange slices to a glass of water for a light but refreshing beverage. Now 
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that’s sweet! 

How Sweet Is It? 

A little goes a long way when it comes to low calorie sweeteners. You need 
only a small amount to sweeten your cereal, coffee, or iced tea. Here’s how 
many times sweeter the most widely used sugar substitutes are when 
compared with what’s in your sugar bowl. 

Which Is Where? 

A look at some sweeteners in popular sugar-free foods and drinks 

Food/Drink Artificial Sweetener 

Diet soft drinks (most kinds) aspartame 

Flavored waters sucralose 

Light powdered drink mix aspartame and acesulfame-K 

Sugar-free gelatin aspartame and acesulfame-K 

Light yogurt aspartame 

No sugar added ice cream sucralose, maltitol, sorbitol, 
acesulfame-K, lactitol 

 

 



 

Too much extra sugar in our foods?

The cranberry industry is ringing the loudest alarm about the forced disclosure of the added sugar in

cranberries. In this photo provided by the Wisconsin State Cranberry Growers Association, Yukiko Yasunari

(left) and Izumi Amano, both of Japan, use the soft edge of a rake to push cranberries toward a conveyor

lift. The two are learning about the industry to help market cranberries in Japan. Photo: AP Photo/Wisconsin

State Cranberry Growers Association, Andy Manis 

WASHINGTON — Extra sugar is added to many foods we eat.

The government would like people to know how much. 

It wants to add a line to labels on food products. The new information would say

how many teaspoons of sugar were added. President Obama's wife, Michelle,

announced the plan last year. 

Many people are not happy with the plan. Candy companies and soft-drink

makers do not like it.

The governor of Massachusetts begged the government to rethink the idea. The

governor of Wisconsin protested too. Far away in Australia, they warned that the

new labeling could break promises with foreign countries.

By Tribune Washington Bureau, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.19.15 

Word Count 556 



Adding Up Extra Sugar

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is considering the label plan. The FDA

is part of the government. It is responsible for food safety. The FDA has received

thousands of comments on the extra-sugar label idea. Many of the comments

are from large food companies and food groups.

Groups that want the labeling say companies should put less sugar in food.

They hope people will stop buying foods if they know how much sugar is in

them.

Food makers know this will change "how people choose their products, and that

terrifies them,” said Renee Sharp. She works for the Environmental Working

Group. It is one of several groups trying to get the added sugar on food labels.

The plan has become very important for the government. Healthy eating is

important to the president and first lady. 

What About The Cranberries?

Food industry officials say the plan is not needed. Right now, food labels give

the total amount of sugar in an item. The number includes the sugars already in

a food and the amount that is added. Sugar is sugar, they say. There is no proof

that one type of sugar should be labeled by itself.

Andrew Briscoe is the president of the Sugar Association. He wrote that science

does not show a reason for the extra sugar labeling. He said it sets a bad

example. 

Dozens of food makers are mad about the label change.

The cranberry companies are the most upset. Over the summer, the governors

of Wisconsin and Massachusetts wrote to the FDA. They said that the plan was

unfair to companies making cranberry products. Cranberries are very bitter

fruits. They would taste bad without extra sugar.

Sugar Equals Fat

The Campbell Soup Company made a different kind of argument. It said that the

added information could make Americans fatter.

The sugar details could confuse people, it wrote to the FDA. People would stop

thinking about eating fewer calories. Foods with too many calories make people

gain weight, but so does sugar.

Supporters say that companies secretly add unhealthy amounts of sugar to

foods.



“That one line on a label seems like a small thing,” said Deborah Bailin. She is

with the Union of Concerned Scientists. “Not having it covers up a very big fact"

that there is too much sugar in food. Food companies do not want people to

know about that.

“Things they want you to think are healthy are full of sugar,” she said.

The Environmental Working Group studied 80,000 food products. It found nearly

3 out of 5 had extra sugar added. That included most deli meats in

supermarkets.

“I was shocked,” Sharp said. “I mean, it’s turkey. Why is there sugar in it?”
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ACTIVITY 3- WRITE YOUR OPINION 
In this task, you will use your opinion writing skills to write based on the book "Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory."  Read the book first. Then, respond to the prompt below. Use your 

book to find the evidence to support your opinion. Use additional paper if needed. 
 

OPINION  WRITING PROMPT 
 
There were five winners of the Golden Ticket. Think about the five children who won the 
ticket and their characters. Then, select a character, other than Charlie, who you find that 
most deserves to win.  Use the evidence from the text (your book) to support your opinion of 
which character, other than Charlie,  deserves to win. 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
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ACTIVITY 4 -  ABOUT THE CHARACTERS 
   

Use text evidence to create a character profile for your characters. 
 

Create character trading cards for Golden Ticket winners and Willy Wonka. You can do it 
digitally at http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/trading_cards_2/) or 
use the template  in this packet 
 

ACTIVITY 5 -  RETELL THE STORY 
 

Retell a story using key details. 
 
 As you read the book, identify key details to retell the story.  Use the attached planning sheet 
below to help you plan  Create a story cube to retell the story using 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/cube_creator/.  or the template in 
your packet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name:

Nickname:

Character StatsCharacter Stats

Book/Story:

Personality Traits:

Likes/Dislikes:

What makes the character special?

I am like / unlike because
(circle one) (character name)

 Character Trading Card   Character Trading Card  
Choose a character from the book you’ve read 

and create a trading card that features that character.
Fill in the appropriate stats and don’t forget to draw a portrait!

© 2007 - 2019 Education.com
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 Character Trading Card   Character Trading Card  
Choose a character from the story you’ve read 

and create a trading card all about him/her!

Draw his/her portrait on the front and add character stats on the back.  When you 
are �nished, cut each side out and glue together!

Front

Be sure to write 
the name

 on the plaque

© 2007 - 2019 Education.com
Find worksheets, games, lessons & more at education.com/resources
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 Character Trading Card   Character Trading Card  

Back

Book/Story:

Name:

Cool Facts:

1.

2.

3.

Now, �ll in cool facts about the character you’ve chosen!

Character Stats

© 2007 - 2019 Education.com
Find worksheets, games, lessons & more at education.com/resources



Story Cube Planning Sheet
Use this planning sheet to prepare for the online Story Cube interactive by filling in the 
information for each side of the cube. Because space on the cube is limited, you will 
need to briefly summarize your information.

Side Prompt Information

1

Characters

2

Setting

3

Conflict

4

Resolution

5

Theme

6

Favorite
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